
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee 

 
Date:      4th March 2019 

 
Title: Review of the Underwriting of the Annual 

Fireworks Display 
 

Purpose of the Report: To seek Member endorsement to 
underwrite the Annual Firework display to 
a maximum of £4,000 per annuum. 

 
Contact Officer: Ian Haynes – Head of Grounds and 

Environmental Services  
 

 

Corporate Aim/s  To promote and develop a 
vibrant town through 
partnership working and 
initiatives. 

Implications:   

Financial √ £4,000  

Human Resources   

Operational/Service 
delivery 

√  

Procedural/Legal   

Risk/Health and Safety   

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.1 Should Members be minded, to support the proposal that:-  
 

i) The Town Council underwrite the above event for the next three 
years to a maximum of £4,000 each year and this be met from 
Budget Code 4110/230 Ground and Environmental Services with an 
annual budget of £46,000. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 As with any charitable event, the burden of financial responsibility rests with the 

organisers who will have to underwrite any losses should these occur. 
Therefore by way of this report, the Rotary Club of Leighton Linslade is seeking 
financial assurance that in the unlikely event of a financial shortfall being 
realised, that the Town Council would be prepared to underwrite this to a 
maximum of £4,000. This principle is not a new one with the Town Council 



   
 

having already agreed to support last year’s event which raised in excess of 
£8,000 for local charities. Should Members be minded to support this, the 
Rotary Club will then be able to release funds to charitable causes for which it 
would normally have already done instead of ring fencing them to cover any 
bonfire eventuality. 

 
2.2 By demonstrating a commitment, this would offer the Rotary Club certainty that 

as a body, it will not be left financially isolated in hosting what essentially is 
considered an event to benefit the parish.  

 
2.3 As Members are minded, the community fireworks display would be run on a 

not-for-profit basis with any remaining funds from the event being distributed to 
charities. It is understood that funds would be raised through advertising, 
entrance charge as well as food, beverages and merchandise sold at the event. 

 
2.4 As demonstrated by the May Day Fayre and Christmas Eve Carol Concert, the 

Rotary Club has a pedigree in delivering quality events. For the community at 
large, this means that the money raised through the selling of advertising, 
charitable donations and ancillary revenue generating opportunities is recycled 
within the parish. 

 
3. ATTENDANT RISKS  
 
3.1 Should Members be minded to support the recommendation, the attendant risk 

is its commitment to underwrite the costs of staging the event to a maximum of 
£4,000. Whilst it is understood that the event has always met its costs and made 
a surplus, there is justification in recognising the financial risk element in the 
running of an event. It could be argued that when compared to other public 
events, the fire work display is particularly vulnerable to failure given the time 
of year in which it takes place as well as the narrow operational window; quite 
often a set time from which it cannot deviate.   

 
3.2 For the parish, as experience has often demonstrated, it is relatively easy for 

an event of this kind to fall by the wayside should an organising body fail to 
materialise. Once an event ceases, the challenge in finding a group prepared 
to facilitate it becomes as demanding as organising the event itself. 

 
4. CONCLUSION  
 
4.1 It is Officers recommendation that this much loved annual event is protected for 

the enjoyment of both residents and visitors to the parish. 


